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outline:

The objectives of this course are introducing the biology of the ruminant ecosystem, pointing out the
problems and unsolved puzzles in the system, and addressing the potential research direction for the
entry-level graduate students. Course contents include description of ruminant ecosystem,
plant-microbe-animal interaction and feeding strategy; forage chemistry; rumen function and
microbiology; post-ruminal absorption and metabolism of host animal; and hindgut fermentation
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