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outline:

The purpose of this course is to introduce the cultural history of plants from the double perspectives of
humanities and sciences. Along with the development of human history—from the pre-modern era, age
of discovery, expansion of colonial empire, to globalization—students are expected to know a variety of
cultural imaginations and interpretations of plants, and the great changes brought by them to the society.
This course will also focus on the systematic knowledge construction of plant science and its relationship
with the imperialism after the age of enlightenment. Through different aspects of history, literature,
culture, and social sciences, participants are not only understand the critical reaction of romanticism to
the scientific rationalization of the plant, but also rethink the relationship between human and nature,
nature and society in our contemporary era.
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