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outline:

This course provides an introduction to some of the major theoretical perspectives for studying how states
and peoples behave and interact. No prior background in international relations is assumed or required.
Students will acquire some basic analytical tools for understanding and explaining a wide array of
international phenomena, including wars, environmental degradation, alliance behavior, international
norms, international conflicts, geopolitics, international political economy and others. Our goal is to help
students better understand why we observe certain issues in the international arena, and to help you
devise policy responses that are consistent with international realities and thus more likely to succeed.
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Introduction to the Study of International Relations (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1956). Hans H.G.
Morgenthau, Politics among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace(New York: Alfred A.Knopf,
1978). James E. Dougherty and Robert L. Pfaltzgraff, Jr., Contending Theories of International
Relations: A Comprehensive Survey (New York: Addison Wesley Longman, 2001). Michael T. Klare,
Rising Powers, Shrinking Planet: The New Geopolitics of Energy (New York: Metropolitan Books, 2008).
Paul Kennedy, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers (New York: Random House, 1987). Robert O.
Keohane and Joseph S.Nye, "Power and Interdependence Revisited", International Organization,
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HarperCollins Publishers, ¢1995). Zbigniew Brzezinski, The Grand Chessboard : American Primacy and
Its Geostrategic Imperatives (New York: Basic Books, 1997).
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