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ABSTRACT

The wild population of the Formosan sika deer (Cervus nippon taiouanus) became
extinct in 1969. To protect the species, the government carried out captive breeding in
1984, and released it to Kenting National Park in 1994. At present, the distribution range
of sika deer is not only in the restoration area, but also in the stocking area. Tuberculosis
is an important zoonotic infectious disease. In 2021, the 73 sika deer collected in the
captive breeding area were all negative for the intradermal tuberculin test (ITT). Since
the habitats of sika deer and human activities overlap, continuous investigation of sika
deer tuberculosis infection can monitor and control the occurrence and spread of deer
tuberculosis, and at the same time can protect sika deer and prevent public health threats.
This study pointed out that tuberculosis has not yet been found in the captive breeding
area of sika deer, which should be continuously observed in the future. It is
recommended to formulate a treatment policy in advance when the disease occurs to

avoid spreading.
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