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ABSTRACT 

Rural development during the industrialization and urbanization in developing countries has 

been coping with rapid technology development and natural resource exhaustion. This study 

addresses rural sustainable development by justifying the local conditions and resources. A 

conceptual framework for sustainable rural development was proposed, which encompasses five 

systems: social, economic, locality, creative, and physical. This study aims to investigate the 

determinants for employment transition in the economic system as well as the conversion of 

traditional knowledge in the creative system. A data set comprising of 300 households engaged in 

large cardamom cultivation in Hoang Lien National Park in the Northern Vietnam was analyzed using 

a Probit model. The results showed that labor surplus, information access and rural network of social 

organizations affected the employments transition; while cultural capital, non-farm employment, 

credit capital and knowledge-transfer influenced the conversion of traditional knowledge. In addition, 

the results confirmed a causal relationship among the systems in the conceptual framework. That is, 

the social system exerted a strong impact on the economic system, and in turn the economic system 

and the locality system influenced the creative system. As such, rural development will continuously 

undergo according to the conceptual framework, which proposed an upward spiral movement among 

the five systems in the long term. 
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