The Impact of Traditional Practices on Subjective Well-being: Evidence from Indigenous
people in East Java of Indonesia

Hari Wahyu Wijayanto', Kai-An Lo?

'Department of Tropical Agriculture and International Cooperation, National Pingtung
University of Science and Technology, Pingtung 912, Taiwan
’Department of Forestry, National Pingtung University of Science and Technology, Pingtung
912, Taiwan

Abstract

The association between traditional practice and the well-being of indigenous peoples has been
well documented in the literature. However, existing literature is focused on the traditional
dimension of well-being such as income and health. Another essential indicator such as subjective
well-being i1s overlooked by the literature. Therefore, this study fills the gap by estimating the
impact of traditional practice on indigenous peoples' subjective well-being, which is measured by
happiness and life satisfaction. Using cross-sectional data from 300 indigenous people of the
Tengger tribe in East Java of Indonesia, this study employed a probit and an ordered probit model
in the estimation. The finding indicated that people’s decisions to employ traditional practices were
positively and significantly affected by transportation ownership, social, and financial capital;
however, internet access had a negative effect. The main finding reveals that traditional practices
significantly improve indigenous peoples’ happiness and life satisfaction. Further estimation based
on age category reveals that traditional practices failed to significantly improve the subjective well-
being of their youth. However, it significantly improved the subjective well-being of the elderly.
Therefore, our study suggests that there is a need to maintain the traditional practices, especially
for the oldest people in Indonesia.

Keywords: Indigenous people, traditional practice, life satisfaction, ordered probit model,
Indonesia

Kag e Lo

[}/ﬁ/ [t >0>Z



References

Beja, E. L. (2014). Income growth and happiness: Reassessment of the Easterlin Paradox.
International Review of Economics, 61(4), 329-346.

Biddle, N., & Swee, H. (2012). The relationship between wellbeing and Indigenous land, language
and culture in Australia. Australian Geographer, 43(3), 215-232.

Camacho, L. D., Gevana, D. T., Carandang, A. P., & Camacho, S. C. (2016). Indigenous
knowledge and practices for the sustainable management of Ifugao forests in Cordillera,
Philippines. [International Journal of Biodiversity Science, Ecosystem Services &
Management, 12(1-2), 5-13.

Donato-Kinomis, X. G. (2016). Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Practices (IKSPs) in the
Teaching of Science. In 13th National Convention on Statistics (NCS) (pp. 1-8).
Haybron, D. M. (2013). Happiness: A very short introduction (Vol. 360). Oxford University Press.
Headey, B., & Wearing, A. (1992). Understanding happiness: A theory of subjective wellbeing.

Melbourne: Longman Cheshire.

Mudemba, R., Taruvinga, A., & Zhou, L. (2021). Determinants of adoption of Indigenous
Knowledge (IK) based technology in handicrafts among rural women of Amathole, South
Africa: A double hurdle model approach. African Journal of Science, Technology,
Innovation and Development, 13(4), 407-414.

Nugroho, T. W., Hanani, N., Toiba, H., & Sujarwo, S. (2022). Promoting Subjective Well-Being
among Rural and Urban Residents in Indonesia: Does Social Capital Matter?.
Sustainability, 14(4), 2375.

Rahman, M.S., Andriatmoko, N.D., Saeri, M., Subagio, H., Malik, A., Triastono, J., Oelviani, R.,
Kilmanun, J.C., da Silva, H., Pesireron, M. and Senewe, R.E., 2022. Climate Disasters
and Subjective Well-Being among Urban and Rural Residents in Indonesia.
Sustainability, 14(6), p.3383.

Reyes-Garcia, V., Gallois, S., Pyhild, A., Diaz-Reviriego, I., Fernadndez-Llamazares, A.,
Galbraith, E., ... & Napitupulu, L. (2021). Happy just because. A cross-cultural study on
subjective wellbeing in three Indigenous societies. PloS one, 16(5), e0251551.

Senanayake, S. G. J. N. (2006). Indigenous knowledge as a key to sustainable development. The
Journal of Agricultural Sciences, 2(1), 87-94.

Son, H. N., Chi, D. T. L., & Kingsbury, A. (2019). Indigenous knowledge and climate change
adaptation of ethnic minorities in the mountainous regions of Vietnam: A case study of
the Yao people in Bac Kan Province. Agricultural Systems, 176, 102683.

Veenhoven, R. (1996). The study of life-satisfaction. Erasmus University Rotterdam, Netherlands.

Wang, J. H. (2015). Happiness and Social Exclusion of Indigenous Peoples in Taiwan-A Social
Sustainability Perspective. PLoS One, 10(2), e0118305.

Wright, A., Yap, M., Jones, R., Richardson, A., Davis, V., & Lovett, R. (2021). Examining the
associations between Indigenous rangers, culture and wellbeing in Australia, 2018—
2020. International journal of environmental research and public health, 18(6), 3053



